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Abstract

This study examined the perception of students on entrepreneurial skills through social
studies education. The study assessed the viewpoints of respondents across age group and
educational background. The sample employed for the study was 150 respondents (students)

through a random sampling drawn from Oyo East, Oyo West, Afijio, Ibarapa East and
Ibadan North Local Government Areas of Oyo State respectively. A 20-item questionnaire
bothering on students' entrepreneurial skills was adopted for the study. Findings revealed
that the threemajor entrepreneurial skills that were given attention were practical farming,

animal husbandry and business enterprise. The least were blacksmithing/weldering,

electrical work and fishing. Differences existed in the perception of different age groups on

the seriousness of students on entrepreneurial skills on practical farming, business
enterprises and carving/carpentry. The paper recommends among others that the
traditional education which had been eroded in the school system should be revisited and
included in the school curriculum as well as the re-awakening of 6-3-3-4 system of
education for sustainable development.

Introduction was the guiding principles and that

The skills that an individual | education was generally for an initiation
acquired and utilize to solve the problems in | into the society and a preparation for
his or her immediate environment as well as | adulthood. Taiwo (2001) reiterated that
helping the nations is a truism of sustainable | traditional education lay more emphasize on
development which no nation of the world | social responsibility, job orientation,
can play or toy with because the skill exerted | political participation, spiritual and moral
in one area or the other will lead to | values. He went further by saying that the
development and modernization. Hirai | method of teaching was very practical
(2001) opines that modernization is in three | which includes participation at ceremonies
dimensions that are related to one another, | and rituals, imitation, recitation and
technology and economic dimension, social | demonstration. In traditional education,
and political dimension and the dimension | educational activities includes practical
of value-system.This could be brought to | farming, animal husbandry, fishing,
daylight through the exertion of skills | weaving, carving, clothing, business
acquired into one discipline or the other. The | enterprise, knotting and so on.

traditional education in African setting can Adeyinka (2000), quoting Fafunwa
bring about the said development and | (1985), listed seven cardinal objectives of
modernization. African traditional education as the

Osokoya (2000) is of the view that in | development of the child's latent physical
Nigeriatraditional education, functionalism | skills, the development of character,
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inculcating respect for elders and those in
position of authority, the development of
intellectual skills, the acquisition of specific
vocational training and the development of
healthy attitude towards honest labour, the
development of the sense of belonging and
the encouragement of active participation in
family and community affairs and
understanding as well as appreciating and
promoting the cultural heritage of the
community at large.

Taiwo (2001) reiterated that as good
as the cardinal objectives are, it has almost
been eroded and even the 6-3-3-4 system of
education that was introduced some years
back has collapsed and graduates and school
leavers cannot stand on their own or be self
reliant and the government job or work are
no longer available, even many workers
were owed ten months to one year salary and
wages in almost all the state of the country as
a result of economy recession hence the
need for entrepreneurial skills to be
developed among the students starting from
elementary schools to tertiary institutions.

Social studies as a subject being
taught in almost all the ladders of education
can be of help in actualizing that goal of
students acquiring the skills of
entrepreneurship, the reason is because
there are certain values, attitudes and skills
which social studies as a discipline will
teachthe learnersin schools to be
empowered. These are spelt out in the
objectives of social studies which are
derived from the national objectives of
education in elementary, secondary and
tertiary institutions as:

To create an awareness and
understanding of the evolving social and
physical environment as a whole in its
natural manmade, cultural and spiritual
resources together with rational use and
conservation of these resources for natural
development.
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Develop a capacity to learn and to
acquire basic skills including not only of
listening, speaking, reading and writing and
of calculation but also those skills of hand
and head together with those observation,
analysis and inferences which are essential
for the forming of sound, social, economic
and political judgement.

Ensure the acquisition of that
relevant body of knowledge and
information which is an essential pre-
requisite to personal development as well as
to a positive personal contribution to the
betterment of mankind.

Develop a sympathetic appreciation
of diversity and interdependence of all
members of local community and the wider
national and international community.

Develop in students positive attitude
of togetherness, comradeship, cooperation
toward healthy nation, the inculcation of
appropriate values of honesty, integrity,
hardwork, fairness and justice at work and
play as ones contribution to the
development of the nation; and,

Encourage learners to appreciate
that all the things they have learnt are
interrelated. Through social studies, it is
possible to present knowledge as a whole
instead of series of specialized fragments
(Adarelegbe, 1980).

Having examined the social studies
objectives, entrepreneurial skills could be
promoted among the students because of
skills, values and attitude that social studies
teach. These are skills and values of hard
work, value of honesty, skills and values of
cooperation, skills and values of respect for
others, values of kindness, skills and values
of dedication and values and skills of
fairness and justice.

Statement of the Problem
The need for this study arose from
incessant increase in the rate of youth
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unemployment, underemployment, crime,
prostitution and other social vices being
experienced in Nigeria. The study thus
sought how entrepreneurial skills could be
used, through social studies education, to
enhance national development.

Objectives of the Study

The main objective of this study is to
examine the opinion of students on social
studies education and entrepreneurial skills.
The specific objectives are to:
1. examine the relationship between
social studies education and
entrepreneurial skills; and,
ascertain the extent at which
perception of students on
entrepreneurial skills could be
brought into reality through social
studies education.

Research Questions

1 What is the level of seriousness of
vocational occupation among
students?

Of what influence is age group on
perception of vocational occupation
among the students?

Is there any significant difference
among those with secondary school
education, polytechnic education,
colleges of education and university
education in their perception of
vocational job or occupation?
Methodology

Research Design
The research design adopted by the
researcher is the descriptive survey method.

Sample and Sampling Technique

The sample size of this study was
drawn from secondary school, college of
education, polytechnics and university. A
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total number of 150 respondents from five
local governments which are 30 from each
of Oyo East, Oyo West, Afijio, Ibarapa East,
and Ibadan North local government areas of
Oyo State respectively.

Instrumentation

The instrument used for data
collection was a questionnaire. The
questionnaire was divided into sections.
Section A was designed to collect
information on the background of the
respondents, that is sex, age and educational
level. Section B asked questions on how
serious the students were to vocational
occupation. The vocation area covers,
practical farming and animal husbandry,
business enterprise, tailoring or fashion
designing, catering or cooking, carpentry or
carving, blacksmithing or welding,
electrical work, hair plaiting or weaving,
bricklaying and radionics. The rating was as
follows: Very serious=4; Serious =3; Mild =
2; Notserious =I.

Validation

The content validity was ascertained
by experts in Measurement and Evaluation
before it was finally administered.

Method of Data Collection

The researcher personally
administered the instrument to the students
in the sampled schools. Means, standard
deviation and analysis of variancewere used
to analyse the data collected for the study.

Findings and Discussion
Findings of this study are reported
according to the research questions.
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Table 1
Sample Characteristics
Parameter Group Number %
Sex Male 95 63.3
Female 55 36.7
Age L 23 15.3
17-19 37 24.7
20+ 90 60.0
Education Secondary schools 22 14.7
Colleges of education 37 24.7
Polytechnics 43 28.7
Universities 48 32.0

From Table 1, males were 95 out of
150 which is 63.3% while the females were
55 in number which is 36.7%. Under the age
group, students from 13 to 16 years were 23
in number which is equivalent to 15.3%.
Students from age 17 to 19 were 37 in
number which is 24.7% while students from
age 20 and above were 90 in number which
15 60.0%.

Under the educational background,
students that were in secondary schools

Table 2

were 22 in number which is equivalent to
14.7% while students in colleges of
education were 37 in number with 24.7%.
Students in polytechnics were 43 in number
which is 28.7% and students in the
university were 48 in number with 32.0%.

Research Question 1: What is the level of
seriousness of vocational occupation among
the students?

Level of Vocational Occupation among Students

Vocations N Mean Std Rank Remark
(max =12) | deviation

Practical farming 150 9.41 1.507 ™ Very serious
Animal husbandry 150 9.36 1.367 2" | Very serious
Business enterprise 150 9.01 1.780 3" Very serious
Tailoring/fashion designing 150 8.89 1.758 4" Serious
Catering/cooking 150 8.69 1.840 5m Serious
Carpentry/carving 150 8.39 1.889 6" Serious
Blacksmithing/Weldering 150 8.36 1. 664 7" Serious
Electrical work 150 8.29 1.716 8" Serious
Weaving/hair plaiting 150 7.71 1.884 9t Mild
Bricklaying 150 7.64 1.720 10" Mild
Radionics 150 7.57 1.599 1" Mild
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From Table 2, the major vocational
occupation in this area of study are practical
farming, animal husbandry and business
enterprise. Practical farming is ranked 1"
position with mean score of 9.41 while
animal husbandry took the 2™ position with
mean score of 9.36 and business enterprise
is rated 3" position with mean score of 9.01.
All these three vocations are rated very
serious. Fashion designing/tailoring is rated
4" position with mean score of 8.89,
catering/cooking is rated 5" position with
mean score of 8.69, carpentry/carving took
6" position with mean score of
8.39,weldering/blacksmithing is rated 7"

position with mean score of 8.36 while
electrical work is rated 8" position with
mean score of 8.29. The three mild
vocations are weaving/plaiting of hair,
bricklaying and radionics.Weaving/hair
plaiting is rated 9" positionwith mean score
of 7.71, bricklaying 10" position with mean
score of 7.64 while radionics is rated 11"
position which is the last position with mean
score of 7.57.

Research Question 2: Of what influence is
age group of perception of vocational
occupation among the students?

Table 3
ANOVA of Vocational Occupation (Business Enterprise, Practical Farming and Carpentry)
Parameter SS Df Ms F Sig
Business | Between groups 19.17 2 9.58
Enterprise | Within groups 452.80 147 2.99 3.112 0.047
Total 471.97 149
Practical | Between groups 14.33 2 7.164
farming | Within group 324.04 147 2.20 3.25 0.042
Total 338.37 149
Carpentr Between groups 30.005 2| 15.032 4.408
PENY MWithin groups 501.73 147 341
Total 531.78 149
From Table 3, itisrevealed thatthere | designing, radionics, bricklaying,

was significant difference in the perception
of the respondents in the seriousness of
business enterprise whereas people in age
group below 13 — 16 rated itas 8.22, the third
group, 20 years above, rated it as 9.35, post
hoc shows the difference lies between these
two groups in practical farming, where
differences also exist (f=3.25,p=0.042), the
differences is also between groups 1 and 3.
On carpentry as a vocation, there is
also significant difference between group 1
and 3. Therefore based on age, no
differences exist in their perception of the
vocations like animal husbandry, fashion
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blacksmithing, electrical work, catering and
weaving. But in the vocations like business
enterprise, practical farming and carpentry,
there are sharp differences among the age
groups. The last age group, 20 years and
above, is rated higher than the other two
groups. The reason behind this is not far-
fetched.Majority of students fall into that
category of age group and as a result many
of the vocations were given attention by the
students in the sample areas of this study.
This was corroborated byBabalola (2011)
when listing some of the vocations students
may have interest in such as practical
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farming, business enterprise, fashion
designing, radionics and the likes.

Research Question 3: Is there any
significant difference among those with

secondary school education, polytechnics,
college of education and university
education in their perception of vocational
occupation?

Table 4

ANOVA on the Vocation Based on the Institutions Attended
Parameter SS Df Ms F Sig
Between group 410.302 146 2.810
Within group 28.37 146 2.810 3.365 0.028
Total 438.672 149

From Table 4, F ratio = 3.365 which
is significant at p=0.020, post-hoc test by
homogeneous subsets, groups 1, 2 and 3
(secondary schools, college of education,
polytechnics) falls into one group while
secondary schools, college of education and
universities constitute another group.
However the major difference lies between
groups with secondary education (mean
score — 7.85 and group with university
education mean score is 9.18). Group with
university education have interest in
electrical work more than the group with
secondary education.

Discussion of Findings

This study examined the promotion
of students' entrepreneurial skills through
social studies education for sustainable
development. It was revealed that
entrepreneurship education is the only
means by which the rate of unemployment
in the country can be reduced because a
situation where those able person who want
to work could not have job to do would
become things of the past because through
skills they might have acquired they will be
empowered to create job for themselves.
This was corroborated by Haruna (2010) by
asserting that entrepreneurship education is
seen as the dynamic process of creating
incremental wealth by translating dreams,
vision, ideas into economically viable
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entities.It was discovered that
entrepreneurship could be achieved faster if
the government can revisit the 6-3-3-4
system of education so that these young
students would be able to discover their
talent at earlier age of their life. It was also
discovered that entrepreneurship would
bring about mitigation of rural-urban
migration. This is also in line with the
submission of Teneja and Gupta (2001 )that
the establishment of small-scale firm is
likely to be a veritable instrument for
solving the problem of rural-urban drift.

Recommendations

Based on the findings from this
study, the following recommendations were
made. Entrepreneurship education should
be made compulsory in all the educational
system in Nigeria. Every student in
educational institutions should find one
apprenticeship to learn.

The traditional education of old should
be revisited in our various schools so that
pupils and students would be able to learn
the skills of weaving broom, basket,
weaving and knitting of cardigan and all
other vocational skills.

Learners should be made to understand
that the type of education they are receiving
1s to make them self-reliant and to be able to
solve any problem in their immediate
environment.
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