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Abstract

The study examined the views of one hundred and twenty (120) social studies students about
the need for environmental education for sustainable development in Nigeria. The study is
descriptive in nature. The subjects were purposively selected, while the instrument used for
data collection was a likert-type questionnaire which contained ten structured items,
validated by experts and its reliability yielded 0.65. Analysis of data was done with the aid of
frequency count and mean. Findings from the study indicated that environmental education
teaches students to be weary of the environment and its management and that environmental
sustainability could be fostered through knowledge, skills and values acquisition in
environmental education. Based on these findings, it is suggested that attitudinal change on
the part of Nigerians (students inclusive) is highly needed to sustain the environment, while

environmental education should be taught at all levels of education.

Introduction

Human beings are grappling with a
number of challenges which ranges from
natural ones to man-induced problems. In
both cases, the environment is always at the
receiving end and this perhaps underscores
why life in most cases, becomes unbearable
for both living and non-living organisms.
Environment challenges and its effects on
mankind include; depletion of ozone layer,
global warming, climate change and green
house effects. All these are not but with its
attendant impacts.

The environment is essential for
man's survival, hence its management for
sustainability especially at this present time,
of climate change and its attendants effect,
calls for creation of awareness, socialization
and proper orientations in individuals
towards the handling of the cosmos. In an
attempt to describe the condition of the
environment, JekayinOluwa (2005), in
Nigerian Educational Research and
Development Council (1992), asserts that
man advancement in science and
technology has greatly intruded and

disturbed the system and functionality of the
environment, thereby subjecting mankind to
a number of environmental hazards and
disasters. Hence, the environment must be
secured and sustained to promote man's
survival, and sustainable national
development.

Itis therefore pertinent to have a firm
and better understanding of one's
responsibility as individual or student to
have a change of attitudes and orientation
towards the global and Nigerian
environment for its future benefits for
upcoming generations. Thus, the focus of
this paper is to assess the views of Social
Studies students towards the need for
environmental education for sustainable
national development.

Conceptualization of Environmental
Education

According to the United States
Environmental Protection Agency EFA
(n.d), Environmental Education is the
process that allows individual to explore
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environmental issues, engage in problem
solving and take action to improve the
environment. As a result, individuals
develop a deeper understanding of
environmental issues and have the skills to
make informed and responsible decisions.
Wikipedia (n.d) asserts that Environmental
Education refers to organized efforts to
teach how natural environment function,
and particularly, how human beings can
manage behaviour and ecosystem to live
sustainably. Similarly, UNESCO (2014)
states that Environmental Education is vital
in imparting an inherent respect for nature
amongst society and in enhancing public
environmental awareness to; eradicate
poverty, promote the environment,
minimize inequalities and insurance of
sustainable development.

The component of Environmental
Education include awareness and
sensitivity, knowledge and understanding,
attitudes, skills and participation. In
essence, Environmental Education is the
teaching of individuals and communities in
transitioning to a society that is
knowledgeable of the environment and its
associated problems, and motivated to solve
them for future generation.

Sustainable Development

Sustainable development is the
organizing principle for meeting human
development goals while at the same time
sustaining the ability of natural systems to
provide the natural resources and ecosystem
service upon which the economy and
society depends. It is such a development
that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of the future
generations to meet their own needs.
(Brundtland, 1987).

Sustainable development has been
described in terms of three spheres or
dimensions, that is the environment, the
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economy and the society and it implies the
fulfillment of several conditions; respect for
the environment and prevention of the
exhaustion of natural resources.

In the words of Oladiti and Oyewale
(2010), the word sustainable development
lexically contains two key words that is
“development” and “sustain”. To sustain
means to keep from falling. Thus,
sustainable development is a kind of
development based on enduring structures
imbued in the society. Corroborating this
view, Francis (2007) indicates that
sustainable development is not a flash in the
pan improvement, but in-built economic,
social and political conditions that are
capable of continuous generation of
development.

Odibia (2007) writes that in every
enlightened society today what matters is
not just development, but sustainable
development hence, sustainable
development implies meeting the needs of
the present without compromising the
ability of the future.

The Need for Environmental Education
for Sustainable Development

Agbor (2016) explains that
Environmental Education could be viewed
as the process of recognizing values and
clarifying concepts in order to develop skills
and attitude necessary to understand and
appreciate the inter-relatedness among
people, their culture and surroundings. The
Rio-de Janerio Conference of 1992
encouraged sustainable development and
environmental protection and thus
recommended that environment and
education should be incorporated as an
essential part of learning in schools (formal
and informal sectors).

In view of the above, it is pertinent to
discuss the relevance of Environmental
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Education to enhance the future use of the
nation's resources. The knowledge of
Environmental Education acquire by
individuals and students in Nigeria will go a
long way in reshaping the held negative
attitudes of Nigerians towards their
environment. Such attitudes includes:
environmental practices, cleanliness
towards the environment, human activities
and its resultant effects on the society just to
mention but a few. These negative attitudes
will change as a result of learners' exposure
to environmental education.

Similarly, the need for
environmental education could not be
overemphasized in that it will enable the
Nigerian society to produce informed
students with high regards for the
environment who may not only depend on
the environment but, will as well care for the
environment; so that it will in turn care for
them for the nation's sustainability. There is
the need for environmental education in
Nigerian schools to instill in individuals,
environmental consciousness and
environmental sustainability for posterity.
Nigerians need some forms of
environmental consciousness due to various
environmental challenges occasioned by
climate change, deforestation, desert
encroachment, destruction of the
ecosystem, environmental pollution, etc.
All these calls for individuals, to be
conscious of their society and take good care
of it for national development.

Lastly, skills, values disposition and
knowledge inherent in Environmental
education according to UNICEF (2013) will
guarantee in individuals and students the
realization of students and children's
environmental rights as preserved in
Articles of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child for sustainable national
development.

Purpose of the Study

The entire globe is engulfed with a
number of environmental challenges and
issues of which the Nigerian society is not
left out. These challenges manifest as a
result of man's unwholesome attitudes
towards the environment with its attendant
resultant effects, and when students are
environmentally friendly, they take
responsible decisions. Arising from this, the
main purpose of this study is to assess the
views of Social Studies students on the need
for Environmental Education for
sustainable national development in
Nigeria.

Research Questions

The following research questions were

generated for this study:

1. Will the knowledge acquired in
environmental education influence
the views of students about the
maintenance of their environment?

2. Will environmental education
promote sustainable growth and
development in Nigeria?

Methodology

The study adopted the descriptive
design to assess the views of students on
Environmental education as impetus for
sustaining the development of the nation for
future generations without compromising
the present. One hundred and twenty (120)
students constituted the participants of the
study, who were purposely chosen from the
Department of Social Studies of the
Emmanuel Alayande College of Education,
Oyo. Aresearcher designed questionnaire of
ten (10) items was designed for the study
and validated two weeks before
administration and its reliability was
estimated through pilot-test on a population
of fifty students outside the sample size
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which yielded a co-efficient of 0.65 with
cromback alpha reliability tool, while data
collected were analysed with the aid of
frequency count and weighted mean.

Results

The analysis of the data focuses on
the research questions. The responses of the
participants were graduated while criterion
mean weight is set at 2.50. Therefore, any

Table 1

response above the criterion mean of 2.50 is
regarded as significant to the study, while
responses below 2.50 are taken as
insignificant.

Research Question 1: Will the knowledge
of Environmental Education (E.E) influence
the views of students about the maintenance
ofthe environment?

Influence of the Knowledge Acquired in Environment Education on Students' Views on the

Maintenance of the Environment.

S/No. | Items SA|A |D |SD|Mean | Rank
Weight | Order

1. Environmental education teach es studentstobe |90 |20 |5 |5 |[3.63 2nd
weary of their environment

2. Proper waste management and disposal skills in 88 |21 |7 [4 |3.61 3rd
the society are inherent in environmental education

3. Human activities within the society could be 89 (24 |5 |2 |3.67 Ist
minimized to prevent environmental hazards
through the skills acquire  d in environmental
education.

4. Environmental education instill in learners positive | 70 |20 | 17 | 13 | 3.23 4th
thinking and appropriate orientation to take care of
the environment

5. Environmental education promotes friendly 63 |27 |14 |16 |3.14 Sth
disposition of students to disaster free environment

Table 1 shows the responses of the subject to
the questionnaire items in the instruments.
With a criterion mean of 2.50 set for the
study, any response on the table less than the
criterion mean is considered as
insignificant, while response above the
mean of 2.50 is adjudged significant.
Responses to item 1 which state that
environmental education teaches students to
be weary of their environment indicated that
out of 120 respondents, 110 (92%) were in
support of the statement, while the
remaining 10 subjects (8%) were not in
agreement with the item. Also, initem 2, 109
students (91%) were of the view that proper
waste disposal and management skills are

inherent in environmental education, while
11 respondents (9%) disagreed with the
statement.

Similarly, item 3 states that human
activities within the society cold be
minimized to avert environmental hazards
through skills acquisition in environmental
education. Out of the 120 sample used for
the study, 113 students (94%) supported the
statement, while 7 subjects (6%) did not
support it. In item 4, 90 respondents (75%)
were of the view that environmental
education instill in learners positive
thinking and appropriate orientation to take
proper care of the environment while the
remaining 20 students (25%) have contrary
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view about the statement. [tem 5 states that
environmental education promotes friendly
disposition of students towards their
environment. In this, 90 respondents (75%)
supported the statement while 30 students
(25%) disagreed with the item.

Items 1-5 indicated that the respondents
(Social studies students) were favourably
disposed to all the statement generated to
attest to the fact that knowledge, values,
skills and dispositions acquired in
Environmental Education is capable of
shaping and refining their hitherto
unwholesome views and practices towards
the environment. The findings in this study

are in line with the study of Omoogun,
Onnogen, and Ateb (2014), when they
opined that Environmental Education is a
roadmap to environmental awareness,
attitudinal change and environmental
sustainability for future generations. Thus, it
implies that the sampled Social Studies
students' views about the need for
Environmental Education for sustainable
national development is very important and
significant in Nigeria.

Research Question 2: Will Environmental
Education promote sustainable growth and
development in Nigeria?

Table 2
The Potency of Environmental Education in Promoting Sustainable Growth and Development
in Nigeria
S/No. | Items SA A |D SD | Mean | Rank
Weight | Order
6. Environmental friendly society is a catalystto |78 |18 |13 |11 |3.40 2nd
economic growth
7. Proper handling of the environment now may |69 |31 |11 |09 |3.31 5th
be a blessing in the future
8. Disaster-free society enhances a nation’s 76 |22 |14 |08 |3.40 2nd
development
9. Environmental education is a prerequisite to 87 122 |07 |04 |3.68 Ist
environmental sustainability in Nigeria
10. Reciprocal relationship between man and the | 68 |36 |06 |10 |3.35 4th
environment is essential for the eco-system.

Table 2 is used to answer research
question 2. It indicated respondents' views
about the potency of Environmental
education to promote sustainable
development. Item 6 sought the views of
Social Studies on the need for
environmental friendly society as a catalyst
to economic growth. 96 respondents (80%)
favoured the statement while 24 (20%)
opposed the statement. In item 7, 100
subjects (83%) were of the opinion that
proper handling of the environment

presently may be a blessing in the future,
while 20 respondents (17%) disagreed with
the item.Furthermore, in item 8, 98 students
(82%) were in concord with the statement,
while 22 subjects (18%) disagreed with the
assertion. Similarly, item 9 indicated that
109 respondents (91%) were of the opinion
that environmental education is a
prerequisite to environmental sustainability
in Nigeria, while the remaining 11
respondents (9%) have a contrary opinion.
Lastly, responses to item 10 revealed that
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104 subjects (87%) supported the statement
that reciprocal relationship between man
and the environment is essential for the eco-
system, while 16 students (13%) have
opposing view towards the statement.

The majority of the samples were of
the view that Environmental education if
well imparted to Nigerians will contribute to
sustainable growth and development now
and in the future. This finding corroborates
Agbor (2016)'s submission about the
importance of incorporating Environmental
Education into Teacher Education
programmes in Nigeria.

Conclusion

The study examined the views of
Social Studies students on the need for
Environment Education for sustainable
national development. It found relevant
information, essential for attitudinal change
for individual to address and forestall
environmental challenges, arising from
negative attitude and human activities
within the ecosystem.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study,
the following are suggested towards the
promotion of the environment for
sustainability, especially in the Nigerian

society. Firstly, the teaching of
environmental education should be
emphasized at all levels of education in
Nigeria, for students to be more weary of
their environment and take rightful
decisions towards its sustainability. Also,
unwholesome human practices especially
among the students capable of triggering
environmental hazards could be promoted
through skills and knowledge acquisition
through environmental education.

Attitudinal change on the part of
individuals is also essential in the handling
and maintenance of the environment.
Attitude is an inner instinct of peoples' mind,
hence, people need not to wait to be coerced
in taking good care of their environment.

Prevention is better, safer and
cheaper than cure, hence awareness should
be constantly created in people through
various media of socialization. Information
pertaining to illegal dumping of refuse,
erection of structures on water ways, bush
burning overgrazing of farm animal etc.
should be discouraged so that the
environment could be properly managed.

Lastly, there is the need for
legislation and its effective supervision and
enforcement for person(s) who destroy the
ecosystem. This would go a long way at
punishing offenders.
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